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Jenny Tiramani Hackney Reference: 2013/3492
Hackney

10 January 2014

Dear Sir/Madam

Application Number: 8 Pitfield Street London N1 6HA
Site Address: 2013/3492
Development Description: Change of use from Retail and Bar (Class A1 shop on ground 
floor & A4 drinking establishment at the basement) to hot food take away / restaurant (Class 
A3 / A5),  with opening hours from 07:00 to 01:00 Monday to Friday, 07:00 to 02:00 on 
Saturdays and 08:00 to 00:00 on Sundays and Bank Holidays, and installation of a high level 
extract duct to the rear elevation of the building. 

I write with reference to the above mentioned planning application. I wish to advise 
you that the Council, having had regard to the nature of the application, the relevant 
planning policies and all of the comments received from interested parties, has 
decided to refuse planning permission for the following reasons:

1 The proposal in the absence of evidence to confirm or adequately demonstrate 
that the premises are no longer viable for retail (A1 Shop) use is considered to 
lead to the loss of a vital retail function providing essential day-to-day needs for 
the local community. And as such, its proposed conversion to hot food take aways 
(Class A5) is considered to be contrary to Core Strategy 2010 policy 13 (Town 
Centres), Hackney Development Management Local Plan Publication draft July 
2011 policy DM10 (change of use of shops outside of town centres), London Plan 
2011 policy 4.8 (supporting a successful and diverse retail sector).

2 The proposed change of use from A1 (Retail Shop) to a  A3/A5 use (restaurant / 
Hot food take away) is considered to lead to an unacceptable increase in noise 
disturbances and a detrimental impact on the enjoyment of the occupiers of the 
neighbouring residential properties contrary to Hackney Unitary Development 
Plan 1995 policies EQ40 (Noise Control) and R10 (Cafes, Restaurants, Wine 
Bars and Take-away Hot Food Shops), Hackney Core Strategy 2010 policy 15 
(Evening and night time economy), The South Shoreditch SPD 2006 and London 
Plan 2011 policy 7.15 (Reducing noise and enhancing soundscapes).

3 The proposed kitchen extract duct is considered to be a visually obtrusive addition 
to the listed parent building, which will detract from its special architectural and 
historic interest, and harm the visual appearance of the surrounding area. This 



would be contrary to Hackney Unitary Development Plan 1995 saved retained 
policy EQ17 (alterations to listed buildings), Hackney Core Strategy 2010 policy 
24 (design), 25 (historic environments), London Plan 2011 policy 7.4 (local 
character), 7.6 (architecture) and 7.8 (heritage assets and archaeology).  

If you wish to view the full decision notice for this application and the case officers’ 
report please visit our website at www.hackney.gov.uk/planning and search for the 
application using the above application number.  Alternatively you may view the 
documents at Ground Floor Reception Area, Hackney Service Centre, 1 Hillman 
Street, London E8 1DY, Monday and Friday, between 9am – 5pm.

Please note: Applicants have the right to appeal to the Secretary of State for 
Communities and Local Government against the Council’s decision to refuse 
planning permission. In the event that an appeal is lodged against this decision, the 
Planning Service will ensure that you are notified.

Yours faithfully 

Femi Nwanze
Head of Development Management
Planning and Regulatory Services

Case Officer: Raymond Okot
Tel: 020 8356 8080
Fax: 020 8356 8087/8110
Email: planning@hackney.gov.uk – quoting the Hackney Reference: 2013/3492
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