
Have an opinion?  Want to object?  Contact sca@shoreditchcommunity.co.uk 
 

Is this what YOU want? 

 

Proposal for a third shipping 
container development in highly 
residential Shoreditch  
(168-175 Shoreditch High St) 

 
 

Planning application (5 years) submitted to use shipping containers to convert old Texaco/Co-op site 
into an outdoor bar and restaurant for 340 people.  Application for alcohol license likely to follow.   

Application: 2014/0637.  Full details here: http://tinyurl.com/qedwco9 
 
The facts:  

 Middle of a highly residential area; on the old Texaco/Co-op forecourt on Shoreditch High Street 

 Restaurant seating is outdoors in station forecourt and on terraces on top of shipping containers  

 Shipping containers fitted out as “pods” for dining, wooden floors, windows, seating 340 people 

 Translucent plastic and material “zip enclosure” will provide weatherproofing  

 There will be background music   

 Open 7am to 2am, 7 days a week (with opening and closing activities, may be active from 5am - 
4am, ie 23 hours a day)  

 
Concerns submitted by residents to the Shoreditch Community Association: 

 Application intentionally understates the residential density of the immediate vicinity (especially 
young children), describing the area as “dominated by commercial uses, including office, shops, 
financial services, restaurant, bar, club and hotel activities”. 

 Application ignores Shoreditch’s significant safety and security issues with violence, vomiting, 
urination, defecation, drug use and unsociable conduct late into the night.   An open-air, late 
night drinking establishment for hundreds of people on the High Street is presented as “not 
adversely [affecting] local residential amenity, community safety or transport”. 

 Application dismisses any noise impact from 340 people drinking and eating outdoors.  No plans 
for soundproofing presented beyond stating, “background music will be entirely sound limited”.  
Noise assessment was carried out on a Thursday night – deemed a quiet night – suggesting 
insufficient knowledge of the area. 

 Cites Boxpark as a good example despite numerous complaints about noise, drunkenness and 
anti-social behaviour at what residents call “Booze Park”.  Boxpark has retail; this site doesn’t. 

 Project does not diversify the night-time economy in any way, eliminates day-time retail (Co-op 
and Texaco) in favour of additional food and drink. 

 Proposed scheme called “ugly and inappropriate” for the Conservation Area.  The addition of 
shipping containers – even if temporary – does not fit with the fashion-forward changes on 
Shoreditch High Street, such as the Ace Hotel.   

 Applicant is a new company that shares directors with an operator that has a history of litigation 
with residents over noise and other disturbances.  

 
Concerned?  Want to voice an opinion?  Next steps? 

 Based on feedback from members, the SCA recommends that residents strongly object to the 
application.   Deadline is May 19th.   

 The SCA is meeting the applicant on May 13th to discuss concerns and explain objections. 

 Planners do listen, but you have to speak up. 

http://tinyurl.com/qedwco9

